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current needs. The country was entering upon a period of great war-time prosperity for commerce and
industry, and available funds went into industrial production rather than into general building. Then came our
own entry into the war, and in even greater measure the money and energy of the nation were diverted to the
production of war supplies and munitions and necessary military construction, instead of going into the
normal building of homes, stores, office buildings, factories, schools, and other peace-time structures. As the
war progressed the building deficit increased, for the Government stepped in and prevented all save the most
essential building operations. After the armistice the shortage still continued to accumulate, for building wages
and the costs of material mounted to such heights in 1919 and 1920 as to discourage the undertaking of new
construction projects. As a result of these restraining influences this country has not constructed in the past few
years as many new buildings as it would have in ordinary times. The present publication is the report of a study
carried through with the object of finding how great the existing building shortage probably is and where it is
most acute. About...
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