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Giannetto. Jan. water dripping over the side out of the broken lips of four quaint old lions. Two or three steps
led up to this fountain, and on and about these a group of peasants was assembled; some sat, some leant over
the edge; all were talking and gesticulating, and a look of gaiety animated the whole scene. It was, |
remembered, afesta. In one corner of the piazza sat an old woman selling medallions, images, rosaries, c.;and
now and then her shrill voice echoed through the crowd, Buy, Jmy, Signori; for the love of heaven! Suddenly a
side-door of the church, probably that of the sacristy, opened, and a loud, deep voice called out, Ola, Carola,
come here! A tidy-looking woman left her doorway and hurried across to the church she appeared to say
something which | could not hear; then the former voice exclaimed, Certainly, certainly. The door was thrown
open, and the village priest came forth and advanced towards me. The Curato of San Jacopo was a tall
angular man, with a mild and kindly expression of face. In any other than an Italian the large limbs and gaunt
frame would have been awkward; but there was a certain grace in his movements, and even in the way in
which the scanty and rather rusty cassock hung closely around him. The courtesy with which he removed the
three-cornered hat from his tonsured head, and bowed low, would have rivalled the courtly welcome of the
highestborn gentleman. Welcome, welcome, Signore! he said, extending a long sinewy hand, with supple
fingers; without doubt you have heard...
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