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indexed. Not illustrated. 1861 Excerpt: .they dropp d the darkness of despair; To her they told the limits of her
care--To him they filled with horrors all the night. He saw a dagger in the courtier s hand, The poison d chalice
at his festive board; Yet he was all great Persia s mighty lord, And she a captive in a helpless land. She knew not
when her children, ever dear, Came longing from the hills to see her face; Nor when the warriors of the
mountain race, The champions of her cause, lay hidden near. She heard sweet hymns come through the
midnight trees, Without the fortress, o er the rocky river: She deem d it was her children, watchful ever, Who
came her midnight solitude to ease. And many a night the hymns went up the sky, And she her low sad voice of
sweetness raised, And joined their plaintive melody, and praised Her Lord, to think her darling ones were nigh.
And lo! at times, while rose their distant strain, She to the gloomy torture-cell was borne--Was scorched with
fire, with red hot irons torn, While they sang on, unknowing of her pain. Oh, weary years! oh, more than weary
years! Oh but to clasp to her poor breast again, The sweet Mignonne, and the children twain, The hope of
earthly hope, the fear of fears! And, at the last, they came--no more to part! Their presence ever filled her lonely
room; Their shadowy forms cast sunshine through...
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