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indexed. Not illustrated. 1981* Excerpt: .for wildlife use, but only where big game populations were too low to
keep the meadows open. Waterfowl production would increase on the margins of ponds and reservoirs
presently in poor condition because of heavy livestock use. Generally, all wildlife associated with riparian and
aquatic ecosystems would increase. Sensitive Species. More diverse vegetation and improved riparian habitat
should increase bobcat prey numbers and hence bobcat populations. Mountain quail populations should
respond favorably to the increased diversity of available insects and seeds. Grazing Systems Most wildlife
habitat within the SVPA would improve with no grazing. Some dense stands of sagebrush would have increased
forb production, but the productivity would only incr ease slightly. The total acres of wildlife habitat are
presented in Appendix 6 (Table A6-1). Seasons of Use Cessation of late fall and winter grazing in deer and elk
winter ranges would ensure the availability of maximum amounts of bitterbrush for big game. This could
increase the number of deer and/or elk that a given winter range could support. Range Improvements There
are no range improvements proposed in this alternative. Overly dense stands of sagebrush would still limit deer
summer habitat and sage grouse brood habitat productivity in some areas. Consequences of the Lower
Stocking Alternative Forage Allocation Big Game. More vegetation would be available to wildlife than under the
proposed action. Consequently, the projected long-term numbers of big game would be achieved and probably
exceeded. Numbers above the long-term projections would be limited more by...
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